
Design Review Committee
April 24, 2008

The Fell’s Point Visitor Center
808 S. Ann Street,  Baltimore, MD  21231

DRC members attending Jerome Bird, Romaine Somerville, Adam Carballo, Andrea 
Drake, Mike Burton.  Also attending was secretary and staff member Denise Whitman.

Regular Session

6:15 pm 813 William St. Gregory Ball

This is the third visit for this property. Dave Caravan is the architect for the project.  As 
previously, the owner is requesting a rooftop deck.  The elevations provided by the owner 
show that the deck railings are higher than roof, in violation of the Montgomery St. URP, 
Appendix A, #9 “New additions, decks, or other alterations shall not exceed the existing 
roofline.”  The owner was advised to go to the Housing Commissioner for a variance to the 
URP.

Decision:  Not approved

6:40 pm 301 Warren Ave. Joe Fonte, Marty Marin

This is a revisit for this property.  This is the former Southern High School building that is 
now Harbor Hill Apartments.  The plan is to build a 4 story addition that will be an “L in the 
rear of the existing building, fronting along Riverside Ave and Grindall St.  There will be a 
total of 133 units, 73 existing and 60 new ones, in the proposed addition.  Parking 
accommodations will be made with tandem parking - 2 head-in parking spaces owned by 
the same household - as well a single spaces in the ground level lot behind the old building, 
and under the new addition.  The “L” shaped addition is a total of 61,000 sq. ft.

The owner has incorporated the suggestions made by the Design Review Committee at 
the last meeting - street entrances for the units, a different gate style for the parking lot,  and 
lowering the sandstone building base. There are 6 entrances on Riverside and 3 entrances 
on Grindall St.  The new plans for the parking incorporate swing arm style gate that is 
recessed off of the street, rather than a wrought iron rolling gate .  The sandstone base has 
been lowered to a height below the first floor windows.

Due to concerns expressed by various Federal Hill neighborhood groups, the Design 
Review Committee recommended that the owner meet with the the community to address 
any remaining issues.

Decision:  Concept accepted  - need to return for material and paint color approvals.

7:00 pm 732 S. Broadway Ian Woods

The Design Review Committee discussed the fact that the facade of this property was not 
constructed in compliance with the submitted design plans. The committee members asked 
that the committee chair draft a letter addressing this issue.

The presenter is going to rent the property for use as an art gallery/clothing shop, named 
“TAG”.  The sign will be constructed of wood and will be a brown background with white 
lettering.   The dimension of the signs 6 feet x 3 feet = 18 sq. ft.  There will be lighting on 



either side of the sign.  The sign will be located below the window sill and above the wood 
storefront.

Mr. Woods was asked to present measured drawings of the sign for approval.  

Decision:  Concept accepted, awaiting measured drawings for final approval

7:15 pm 100 E. Montgomery St.

The Baltimore City Planning Department has asked that the Design Review Committee 
review this property.  This is a revisit for this property.  The building is a 4 story brick 
Victorian with 3 sided public exposure.  The main entrance fronts on Light St. and there is 
also a visible side on Montgomery St. The building currently has a set back  rooftop pop-
up. 

This project will provide offices for 9 executives and 3 staff members.  The new plans will 
only provide 5 parking spaces, which is not enough to meet parking requirements and a 
zoning variance may be needed.

The project architect incorporated the Design Review Committee’s suggestion that he 
mansard will be carried all the way around the roof.  The new plan will completely restore 
mansard on the historic building, and includes a new larger footprint and a lower height 
addition on the north side, similar to the townhouse that was originally on the site. 

The addition will be a three story modern glass, brick and metal building.  Three large doors  
exit from the fourth floor conference room of the historic building onto the roof/deck of the 
new addition.  Committee members suggested that the doors should be multi-paned 
doors similar to french doors.

Other suggestions regarding the new addition were: 
- Alucabond as the material for the fins/sunscreens.
- Uplighting the recessed area between the buildings
- Graffiti proofing the brick and metal
- Sunscreens/fins on the west side will continue to wrap into reveals on the north side 
continuing the line of the fins
- The railing of the rooftop deck should be painted metal
-Second and third story floor plate elevation will step out only once on the north side.

Decision:  Concept accepted - revisit with final drawings and materials

8:00 pm 308 S. Broadway Susan Marth

The presenter is the owner of the property.  The drawings that were submitted were 
insufficient for the committee to evaluate this property.  The owner was directed to submit 
measured drawings and elevations.

Decision:  Resubmit


